





The Roles and Prospects of International Cooperation NGOs in the
Japanese Local Community：Local Globalization by Cooperation
and Collaboration with Local Governments
INOUE Dan
International cooperation NGOs in Japan have focused an important aspect of their activities in devel-
oping countries, in areas such as development cooperation, emergency relief, and environmental
preservation. However, in recent years, many of these NGOs have turned their focus to the various
problems within Japan, where they are trying to make the local community more open to the global
society. Concerned parties are able to help globalize and activate the local communities by making use
of the various experiences and know-how accumulated in overseas cooperation. For the NGOs, carrying
out exchanges with and participating in the local community provide an opportunity to improve and
promote international understanding, as well as encourage local residents to participate in the NGO’s
overseas activities. 
This study attempts to analyze the characteristics and trends of domestic activities by Japanese
international cooperation NGOs. It also aims to clarify their roles and prospects in the Japanese local
community by pointing out the necessity of cooperation and collaboration with Japanese local govern-
ments. This study proposes the ideal model for international cooperation NGOs supported by the local
community. It analyzes activities in five fields (education for international understanding, advocacy,
fair-trade, foreign resident support, and participation in community improvement) and attempts to
show new directions and approaches for Japanese local communities.
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